Workshops/Seminars Conducted during the year 2022-23

Department of Political Science



Dr Sheeja Kuriyakose, a distinguished expert in the area of Research Methodology in Social
Sciences was invited by the Department of Political Science to deliver a lecture on the topic
‘Research Methodology in Social Sciences’ for the iii Semester PG students on 14/11/2022 at 10
am. This talk was organized with the aim to equip our post graduate students with the skills
necessary to design, conduct and write up empirical studies in the social sciences as a part of
their course.

The discussion helped the students to develop a deep insight into the fundamental matters of
Research Methodology such as what constitutes ‘good’ research questions and consider
examples from an array of fields and methodological traditions. They were helped with many
examples to identify problems, theory building and testing, and considering causality,
measurement, sampling, generalizability and research ethics. The discussant also briefed how
these elements of research design come together in a single manuscript that stands a reasonable
chance of publication in a reputable journal.
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To help the post graduate students of the Department of Political Science in cracking the most
competitive UGC NET/JRF exams, a special session was organized. Dr Madhusoodhanan Kartha
N.V., a well-known expert in the area handled class for the students on 19/02/2023 at the 1l PG
classroom from 10 am onwards.

Twenty students attended the session



The Workshop titled ‘An Introduction to Public Policy’ was held on the 28" of
February 2023 at the Department of Political Science, Maharaja’s College, Ernakulam. The
event aimed to provide insights into the realm of public policy, a crucial aspect of
governance, and decision-making. The seminar featured Anu Maria Francis, an accomplished
Associate Research Officer at the Centre for Public Policy Research (CPPR). Ms. Francis,
known for her expertise in public policy analysis, brought a wealth of practical knowledge
and research experience to the discussion.
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The seminar commenced with a warm welcome to the distinguished speaker, Ms.Anu
Maria Francis, by Dr Antony Dawson D’Silva, the faculty of the Department of Political
Science. The audience, consisting of students, teachers, and researchers from Maharaja’s
College and neighbouring institutions, eagerly awaited the enlightening session. Ms. Francis
began her presentation by providing a comprehensive overview of public policy, its
definition, and its significance in contemporary governance. She delved into the intricacies of
policy formulation, implementation, and evaluation, emphasizing the dynamic interplay
between government decisions and societal impact.The session was enriched with real-world
examples and case studies, allowing the audience to grasp the practical implications of public
policy. Ms. Francis encouraged interactive discussions, fostering a stimulating exchange of
ideas among the participants.

The seminar successfully engaged the audience through thought-provoking
discussions and Q&A sessions. The participants actively shared their perspectives on various
policy issues, creating an intellectually stimulating environment.The seminarproved to be an
enriching experience for the participants, offering valuable insights into the complexities of
policy-making. The event successfully achieved its goal of fostering a deeper understanding
of public policy among students, teachers, and researchers.
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