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P R \ = 8% $¥ THE PEOPLE OF INDIA,, having solemnly
,,fj.j_'- || resolved to constitute India info a SOVEREIGN DEMO-
©9)| | CRATIC REPUBLIC and fo secure fo all fs ciizens:

JUSTICE, social,economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and
Y, 1 ||| worship;

N | - EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; |

4725l QU | and to promote among them all || Iy

.,f;:"*; ' " FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual *

) :}?-:j “and the unity of the Nation; BN 2
IS4 | IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLYihis twenty- || RN TENN
) 2078 || sixth day of November,1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, '; 1. N
{(((2%5%] | ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS | GA88R]
2dl | CONSTITUTION.
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BUDDHIST LUMINARIES FROM KERALA

CRISTINA. K. SHAJI
SECOND YEAR B. A. HISTORY

We all know that Buddhism is a popular religion in the
world and once it did also had its roots in kerala it came
here due to the influence of emperor Asoka.but Did you
know how many Buddhist luminaries were from
kerala??

The most robust historical evidence about the
flourishing of Buddhism in Kerala came from the
records of ancient Tibetan, Chinese, and Japanese
Buddhist scholars. They narrate about influential
Buddhist masters from Kerala who became world-re-
nowned. These Buddhist masters from Kerala span from
6th century CE to 1ath century CE and represents
various ways of Buddhist practice and scholarship. We

shall see some of those important figures.
Acharya Bhavaviveka

Acharya Bhavaviveka from Kerala was one of the most
influential Buddhist philosophers of the 6th century CE.
According to the Tibetan Scholar and Historian Tarana-
tha and Bhavaviveka is from the Malyara region (a name
used for Kerala) of South India. Belonging to the philo-
sophical lineage of the illustrious Acharya Nagarjuna,
Bhavaviveka became well-known for his philosophical
system, Svatantrika Madhyamaka. Heated debates
between the followers of Bhavaviveka’s Svatantrika
Madhyamaka and Prasangika Madhyamaka of Buddha-
palita and Chandrakirthi kept the Buddhist philosophy
circle vibrant for many centuries. Svatantrika and Pras-
angika are the two major logical approaches in under-

standing the Madhyamaka philosophy of Nagarjuna.

In his composition, Madhyamaka-Hridaya-Karika and
its auto commentary, Tarkajvala and Bhavaviveka
showed how Nagarjuna’s Sunyata-vada (emptiness) is
superior to Gaudapada’s Brahma-vada. It may be noted
that Nagarjuna in his Sunyata-vada established the
Mayopama (illusion-like) nature of all phenomena.
Nagarjuna showed that all phenomena are essenceless
and arising only due to interdependence of conditions
(pratitya-samudpada). Since phenomena do not exist

with their own essence, their appearance is like a
rainbow, mirage, or illusion. Gaudapada borrowed
Nagarjuna’s logic, and he also agreed that all phenomena
are illusion (Maya), unlike what the earlier Vedantins
claimed. However, Gaudapada also postulated a truly
existent basis for the illusion in place of Nagarjuna’s
interdependent arising (pratitya-samudpada) and condi-
tional imputation (upadayaprajiiapti). Gaudapada postu-
lated the Brahman of Upatnished is truly existent entity
upon which illusionary phenomena arise. Bhavaviveka,
in his works, shows that such a postulate of truly existing
basis is irrational. It may also be noted that Shankara
propagated the thesis of Gaudapada.

Yogi Vajrabodhi

Vajrabodhi, a 7th century CE Buddhist yogi is well-re-
nowned in Japan and China. He was also from Kerala.
According to his Chinese biography written by Zanning
, he was a native of Malya in South India, in a location
close to Potalaka (Agastyakoodam). He and his disciple
Amoghavajra (from Sri Lanka) were instrumental in
establishing Tantric Buddhism belonging to the
Yoga-Tantra class in China. He was the chief guru of the
then Chinese emperor. Shingon Buddhism popular in
Japan is the continuation of the Yoga Tantra system that
Vajrabodhi and his disciples taught in China

Ayyappa and Paramabuddha

Paramabuddha (uth century CE) was a Buddhist
Mahasiddha from Kerala [Ref-2]. He is the founder of
the Mahayana system of Pacification in Tibet (Shije in
Tibet). His system of teaching become one of the eight
major practice traditions of Buddhism in Tibet, known
as the Ashta maha rathas. His original name was Ajitan-
atha. His Tibetan disciples called him “ParamaBuddha”
who is like a father (Pha Dampa Sangye) out of great

reverence.
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known as Ayyamuni) who was Paramabuddha’s uncle
and Guru. Ayyappa’s main Gurus were Mahasiddha
Saraha and Yogini Sukhasiddhi. The famed Chod
(cutting attachment) tradition established in Tibet by
Yogini Machig Labdron, the foremost disciple of Para-
mabuddha, traces its origin to a short text by Ayyappa on
the same. Chod is another major practice among the
eight traditions of Buddhism in Tibet.

Yogini Gangadhara

Tibetan historians also mention about an accomplished
Yogini named Gangadhara (uth century CE), the
daughter of a king of Kerala. Yogini Gangadhara was the
companion of the Mahasiddha Advaya Vajra (Maitri-
pa). The Shangpa Kagyu system, one of the eight major
traditions known as the Ashta maha rathas in Tibetan
Buddhism, is based on the teachings of the Tibetan yogi
Khyungpo Naljor (Garuda Yogi), who came to India
and studied Vajrayana. Yogini Gangadhara was one of
the gurus of Khyungpo Naljor. Mahasiddha Paramabud-
dha also learned from Mahasiddha Advayavajra and
Yogini Gangadhara (also known as Gangabhadri).

Vajrasanappa

Punyasri (Punyakaragupta, uth century CE), also
known as Vajrasanappa, an abbot of the Vajrasana
Buddhist monastery at Bodh Gaya was also from Kerala.
He studied Buddhist philosophy at Nalanda University
and became a master of Buddhist sutras and tantras. He

later became the abbot of the Vikramashila Buddhist
University, one of the major centers of Buddhist Tantra.

ik
|

Vajrasanappa was the root guru of Nayapala, the then
king of the Pala dynasty. He was also known as Mahav-
ajrasanappa as the first Vajrasanappa since three later
teachers were also known as Vajrasanappa. His Buddhist
lineage spread to Tibet through his disciple Vajrasanap-
pa Ratnakara Gupta to Khyungpo Naljor.

Sastha and Buddhism

Many ancient statues of Bodhisattvas in Kerala are
regarded as that of Sastha or Dharma-Sastha. Currently,
the Brahminical legend holds Sastha either as a retinue of
Siva, or a son of both Siva and Vishnu. However, the
original meaning of Sastha is the founder of a Sasana
(teaching). Amarakosa, the Sanskrit dictionary, gives
Sastha as one of the eighteen epithets of the Buddha.
There are many occasions where the Buddha calls
himself Sastha. Dharma Sastha particularly means the
Buddha, the founder of Dhamma / Dharma /
Buddhism. With the decline of Buddhism, the Buddha

statues were mostly abandoned in temple ponds. But, the
Bodhisattva statues were absorbed into non-Buddhist
worship as some or other God. And since these figures
were originally from Buddhism, they were called

Sasthas.

Some of the famous Sastha statues of Kerala are the ones

at (i) Sabarimala, where Siddha Ayyappa is considered
as Sastha, (i) Aryankavu, Bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara is considered as Sastha, (iii)) Acchanko-

where

vil, where the wealth deity Kubera is considered as

Sastha.
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THE DREAM’S DREAM CHILD

FARZEEN FAIZAL
FIRST YEAR M. A. ENGLISH

X

When the castles I built in the air

slowly crumpled down

into the stardust
[ now carry in my eyes-

@

the light they elicit warmed me up
in the winter woods of nude trees
standing tall and staring:

Amid*lithe pi..erci,ng frost lay,

the time's tiny blossoms -

facing the slow-paced mﬂt;p being chased
by the fading-clutter of clouds.

[ picked up one ", '

with my bare, bare fingers

to find my arm drown

in a glimmer of fireflies.

Grey is what's cocooning me around.
But the mere touch of my feet,

on the barren, yet winter-wet grounds
beneath the centuries old willow tree;
Parted ways to unravel a silver canal
of serene moonlight,

shamelessly inviting me to take a dip

= 5

e,

down its depth to drown my whole being.

A broken piece of the mighty moon
fell right into the pocket

protruding right out from my heart
and made me melt

right away, and into

the stream of dreams

[ am tippling in

™

i

+*

*

Then the mystic magic of the dreams

scattered across this galaxy

Of every so

wrappe ciousness

into a tiny b#ll that got thrown -

into deeper depths even beyond

and beneath the Pacific -

by the Sun's golden rays fr*ealm
where my real, concrete body [y asleep.
My eyes a forced open

into the dark, dreadful world
that's nothing less than

a dwindled and damned graveyard.
The efforts to transport mys%(k

to the serenit

dreams went vainly.
My shifted gaze to the cankered surface
of my ceiling invited giddiness

again, to myself.

en | doze, *

['ll b€ there again, at least halfway

wherever | was before all these-
as my eyelids close.

Adding dreams to the dry soup of my life

will gradually, ev lly, inevitably
adorn the walls of my grave

in this grieving world, *

with happiness, [ believe.

After all, dreams are what one'sdiade of.

I'm made of.
And I make them further, in retu

for making me.
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